[Evaluation and surveillance of patients with an implantable defibrillator].
The implantable cardioverter-defibrillator became in some years the reference treatment of ventricular arrhythmias in association with heart disease. Recently, this technique showed its efficiency in primary prevention for patients at high risk of sudden death. The follow-up of patients with automatic defibrillator requires a detailed knowledge of both electrophysiology and stimulation. This training is based on a practical and theoretical formation. In France, a specific diploma validation is necessary and centres organisation is required. The purpose of this general review is to supply a set of updated data necessary for the coverage and the follow-up of patients with an implantable cardioverter-defibrillator.